


MEETING of the General Council held on:z.. 
A considered the applications for recognition and 

financial aid by various institutions all over the 
country, and granted recognition to 56 Institutions, 
a full list of which appears elsewhere in this issue. 
The meeting granted financial aid to the following 
Institutions : 


OTHER RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL 
‘COUNCIL 


1. Resolved that the following Awards be insti- 
tuted : 


Two Awards for dance, 

Two awards for drama, (a) one for production 
and .(5) one for outstanding contribution 
to the art of acting. 


2. Resolved that the Seminars should.be organised 
during the year 1954 on the following subjects : 


(t) The future of Indian Drama - 
(7) The future of Indian Films b 
. .(i) Classical Indian Music, steps to make it 
reach the people. 


NOTES AND NEWS 


: , . Rs. - 
Gandharva Maha Vidyalaya Mandal (For 
their paper ‘ Sangeet Kala Vihar’) .. 5,000 
Kalakshetra, Adyar, Madras 15,000 
Music Academy, Madras _ 7,500 
Bhatkhande Sangeet Vidyapith .. 7,500 
Kerala Kala Mandalam - x 3,000 
Indian National Theatre, Bombay © 3,000 
Kala Kazhakam .. BL 56 3,500 
Delhi Natya Sangh ste ae 1,500 
Bharatiya Kala Kendra, New Delhi. -- 4,500 
Shankar Gandharva Maha Vidyalaya, 
Gwalior ot a ou ae ‘1,500 
Bharatiya Sangeet Vidyalaya, Delhi 1,500 
State Academies 
- Rs. Rs. 
Bihar 5,000 Assam Se 3,000 
Hyderabad 2,000 Madhya Bharat 2,000. 
Publication Grants 
Rs. 
Baroda Oriental Library.‘ * 10,000 
Bihar Academy Journal 6,000 
Saraswati Mahal Library 5,000 
_ Palliki Seva Prabandham 1,500 
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(iv) The preservation of classical dance forms 
and the development of new techniques. 


The Seminars will be in the nature of workshops 
and the work of these Seminars have been entrusted 
to the following who shall be joint directors : : 


DRAMA 


Shri Sachin Sen Gupta - 
Shri B. V. Warerkar 


FILMS — 


Smt. Devika Rani Roerich 
Shri Prithvi Raj Kapoor 


MUSIC 


Prof. S.N. Ratanjankar 
Prof. P. Sambamoorthy 


DANCE 


Smt. Rukmini Arundale 
[Shri Santi Bardhan ] 


The reports of these Seminars when available | 
will be published by the Akadami in such a. form 
which will be of practical use to the workers in the 
respective fields. 


3. Resolved that it is-a matter of urgent necessity 
to evolve, if possible, a common system of notation 
for Indian music and the Chairman be authorised 
to set up a Committee of experts to study the pro- 
blem and submit detailed recommendations. 


4. Resolved that persons who have not been’ 
awarded Akadami Awards or the fellowship of the 
Akademi but who have rendered distinguished service 
in the field of dance,.Drama or Music be granted the 
honour of associate fellowship of the Akadami as a 
token of recognition of their meritorious services. 


5. Resolved that a scheme be prepared for com- © 
parative study and standardisaticn of various Ragas _ 
of Northern and Southern schools. *. 


'. 6. Resolved that a scheme be prepared for col- 
lection of simple and rythmic’ songs for group 
singing. ae 
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’ AWARDS TO THE MUSICIANS’ 


Awards to the musicians of the year are now ad- 
ministered by the Akadami. The General Council 
_accepted the recommendations of the Executive Board 
and decided to recommend the following persons for 
the President’s Award in Music for the year 1953: 


Ustad Rajab Ali Khan, Dewas. 


Ustad Ahmed Jan Thirakwa, 
Rampur. : 


Ashthana Vidwan Shri Vasude- 
vachar, Mysore. 


Shri Palladam Sanjeevarao. 


Hindustani Vocal 


Hindustani Ins- 
‘ trumental. 


Karnatic Vocal .. 


Karnatic | Instru- 
mental. 
The presentation of the Award was made this year. 
at the Diwan-i-Aam, Red Fort. The Rashtrapati was 
received by the Chairman of the Akadami, Fellows 
and members of the General Council at the Naubat- 
khana and led to the dias ina procession accom- 
panied by the traditional Mangalapatra and . 
Shehnai. The Rashtrapati was pleased to give away 
- the Awards to the musicians of the year. The Rashtra- 
pati also conferred the Fellowship of the Akadami on 
Aryakkudi Ramanujam Iyengar, ; 
Ustad Alauddin Khan, 
Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan, 
Shri Prithvi Raj Kapoor, 3 
by presenting an Angavastram and Silver Sanad. 
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Members of the General Council of the Akadami 


DRAMA FESTIVAL 


. The General Council of the Akadami decided that 
the First National Drama Festival be sponsored by the 
Akadami in Delhi in November, 1954 and authorised 
the Delhi Natya Sangh to organise the same. Plays 
will- be staged in all languages mentioned in the 
Constitution of India and in English. Though transla- 
tions and adaptations are not ruled out yet preference 
will be given to original plays. To assist in the selec- 
tion of plays regional committees will be set up by 
Natya Sangh. 


COLLECTION OF COMMERCIAL GRAMA- 
PHONE DISCS AND RECORDINGS 


A few very rare recordings have been added to 
the collection of the Akadami. 


LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 


By the kind courtesy of the Bharatiya Itihas 
Sanshodhan Mandal, Poona, and the Prince of 
Wales Museum, Bombay, the Akadami has been able 
to make colour reproductions of a rare collection of 
Tala Paintings and Raga Ragini paintings. Similar 
courtesy has been extended by Shri M. M. Ghosh of 
Calcutta by allowing to make reproductions of his 


/vast collection of pictures of eminent musicians. of 


the past as well as the present generation. »< .- 


EILM SEMINAR 


Pursuant to the resolution of the General Council of 
the Akadami, a film Seminar on the future of Indian 
films will be held in Delhi sometime in February 
under the joint Directorship of Smt. Devika Rani 


Roerich and Shri Prithyi Raj Kapoor. Shri B. N. 
‘Sarkar has very kindly consented to be the 


- Chairman. 
‘FORMATION OF SISTER AKADAMIS 


Two sister Akadamis have been established by the 
‘Ministry of Education. The Sahitya Akadami (the 
National Academy of -Letters) was inaugurated 
with Shri Jawaharlal Nehru as the Chairman 
and Shri Krishna Kripalani as the Secretary. The 
Lalit Kala Akadami (the National Academy of Fine 
Arts) was inaugurated with Shri Deviprasad Roy 
:Chaudhuri as the Chairman and Shri Barada Ukil 
-as the Secretary. -¢ 


INDIAN CULTURAL DELEGATION TO THE 
SOVIET UNION ; 


The Government of India sponsored Cultural 
Delegation to Russia which is led by Smt. Maragatham 
Chandrasekhar, Union Dy. Minister for Health, left for 
Moscow on 24th August. The delegation included 
artistes representing Kathakali, Bharatnatyam, 
Kathak and Manipuri techniques and musicians both 
vocal and instrumental. 


ALL INDIA-MUSIC CONFERENCE AT 
” “JAIPUR 


Jaipur has been a seat of learning and culture under 
the patronage of the rulers of the place. “With a 
‘view torevive.these noble traditions and give'a 
‘fillip to Rajasthan’s old culture, the Rajasthan Sangeet 
“Natak Academy organised. an all.India Music Con- 
‘ference .at ‘Jaipur in which prominent artists of the 
country participated. 


.MADHYA BHARAT KALA PARISHAD 


The Madhya Bharat Kala Parishad arranged a 
cultural evening at Gwalior to honour Ustad Rajab Ali 
“Khan of Dewas, recipient of the Akadami Award for 
Music and Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan, on whom the 
Fellowship of the Sangeet Natak Akadami was con- 
ferred. hese artists were taken out in a grand 
procession and at the function the Parishad awarded 


*Rs..251/- to each of them. 


-FESTIVAL .OF DANCE AND DRAMA AT 
NOWGONG 


The Assam Sangeet Natak Academy organised .a 

. festival of dance and drama which consisted of the 
‘famous Satra Dances and the dances-from the hills. 
~ These Satra dances were the remnants of the Vaishnav 


_cult of Shri Sankar"Dev. The function was attended by 
Shri Jairamdas Daulat Ram, Governor of Assam, the 
Chief Minister of Assam and Shri Uday Shankar. 
Speaking on the occasion Shri Uday Shankar remarked 

hat cultural development is indispensable for the all 
round development of a country and that no State is 
fit to exist if it is bereft of art and culture. He strongly 

‘/ advocated the need of State help in enabling the artists 
to devote themselves whole-heartedly for the deve- 
lopmeni of our cultural life. He eulogised the distinct ° 
cultural heritage of Assam and said that he was 
charmed to see the rich varieties of this cultural wealth. 


MADRAS FUNCTION IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE PRESIDENTIAL AWARD ! 


At an impressive function held on April 12 under - 
the chairmanship of Shri Shri Prakasha, the Governor 
of Madras, the Presidential Award for Karnatic 
Music was handed over to Sangeet Sashtra Visharad, ‘ 





the Akademi handing over the. award to-Shii. 


Chairman cf 
Vasudevachar. Standing in the middle is the Governor of Madras, 
Sari Shri Prakasha 


Sangeet Kalanidhi K. Vasudevachar. The function 
was-held on the lawns of Raj Bhawan, Guindy, 
Madras. It will be recalled that due to old age and ill .- 
health Shri Vasudevachar could not be present at — 
Delhiwhen on 31st of March the President himself - 
gave away the awards to other musicians, 


Lhe distinguished gathering atthe function in- =: 
cluded among others Shri Rajagopalachari, Judges. of © 
the High Court, prominent musicians and music ° 
lovers. 


Shri P. V. Rajamannar, Chairman of the Sangeet ri 
Natak Akademi. read the citation and handed over «. 
to the musician, amidst cheers, a gold shrinkhal, a-~: 

_ shawl and the sanad. af 


High tributes were paid to the musician by 4 
Sangeet Kalanidhi Mudicondan Venkatrama Aiyer, 
Prof. .P. Sambamurti, Head of the Department. of. - 


4 





Indian Music,.Madras University, Shri C. Rajagopala- 
chari, the Chief Minister and Smt. Rukmini Arundale. 


The Governor, Shri Shri Prakasha said that South 


\ India remained grateful to the President for these 


Awards. He said that on this occasion he felt as if 
Raj Bhawan itself was honoured because of the 
presence of so many distinguished guests. 


After reciting a Sanskrit sloka Shri Vasudevachar 
thanked the Governor, the Chairman of the Sangeet 
Natak Akadami and others. 


z Some of the compositions of Shri Vasudevachar 
were rendered on the ‘occasion. 


ALL-ORISSA MUSIC CONFERENCE: 


The llth session of the All-Orissa Music -Con- 
ference was held in Puri from 27th May to Ist 
June, 1954. Shri P. S. Kumaraswami Raja, Gov- 
ernor of Orissa, inaugurated the conference and 
Rajmata Basant Manjari Devi, Deputy Minister 
of Health gave away the prizes. 


A competition in vocal and instrumental music 
as well as dance was held in which 129 persons took 
‘part. There was very keen competition between 
students of Orissa ‘Sangeet Parishad, the Laxmikant 
‘Sangeet .Vidyalaya, the National Music Association 


--and the Kala Vikash Kendra and the Music school of 


-Keonjhar. 


Kumari Arati Kar, National Music Association, 
Cuttack, was awarded the Kamala Championship Cup 
‘for the. year, Kumari Kalyani Mukerjee of Laxmi- 
kanta Sangeet Vidyalaya was awarded the running 
cups in Champu and Kheyal, Kumari Basanti 
Mahapatra and Kumari Bishnupriya Patnaik and 
Shri Damodar Pratihari of the Orissa Sangeet 
Parishad won the running cups in Sanskrit, Chhanda 
.and Orissa. Music respectively. Kumari Champa- 
-kaballari Das carried away the running cup for Dance. 


Demonstrations in vocal and instrumental music and 
dance were arranged on the last four days of the con- 
ference. Among those who participated were Srimati 
\Girija Devi of Banaras, Kumari Sunanda Patnaik, 
~Kundala_Adinarayan, Shri Sukumar Sengupta, Shri 
-Shyamsundar Kar, Srimati Binapani Mahanti, Shri 
-Jagabandhu: Sahu-and Kumari Suchitra Mahapatra 
.and Kumari Sanjukta Misra. 


Among many distinguished visitors present were 
. the Vice-Chancellor of. Utkal University, the Inspector 
-of Schools, North Orissa, the Mahant Maharajas of 
-Emar .Dakhinparswa and Gangamata Maths, and 
others. Shri Nityanand Kanungo, M. P., Member of 
of the Sangit Natak Akadami attended the conference 
on special invitation. 


The Governor of Orissa was pleased to announce 
at the Conference a grant of Rs.500 to the Sangeet 
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llth Session of the AU-Ovissa Music Conference 


Sitting on the Dais— 


Extreme left Sri P.S. Kumarswamy Raja, Governor of Orissa 
& Chif Patron of the Orissa Sangit Parished, Puri 

To the right Srimati Basant Mivjari Desi, Rejpnata cf 
Ranpur, Deputy Mixister of Health, Goverament of 
Orissa, a life-Member of the Crissa Sargit 
Parishad. 


Parishad and the Rajmata of Rampur promised a 
donation of Rs. 100. Several other donations were 
received from members of the Parishad and the 
general public. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE ACADEMY 
OF DANCE, DRAMA & MUSIC IN MADRAS 


In pursuance of the decisions of the National 
Academy of Dance Drama and Music to establish 


“State or Regional Academies in atiiliation to the 


National Academy, an informal conference of eminent 
artistes and other eminent persons interested in-Music, 
Dance, Dzama and Films was convened by the -Min- 
ister for Finance and Education oa 3rd May, 1954 to 
discuss the question. ‘The .conference unanimously 
welcomed the idea of constituting a Sangeet Natak 
Academy for the Madras State and resolved to re- 
quest the Government to nominate suitable persons 
who would form the nucleus of the General Council 
of the Academy and submit a draft Constitution for 
the State Academy .for the consideration of the 
Government. ‘The Government of Madras . have 


‘ been pleased to accept this resolution and by an order 


G. O. M.S. No. 889, dated 26th June, 1954 have no- 
minated the following persons to form the nucleus of 
the General Council of the Sangeet Natak Academy, 
Madras. 


eos 


1..Smt. Rukmini Devi (Chairman). 
2. Shri Chittoor Subrahmania Pillai. 
3. Shri Musiri Subrahmania Iyer. 

4. Shri R. Krishna Murti (Kalki). 
5. Shri V. C. Gopalratnam. 


6. Shri M. P. Periaswamithooran. 

7. Shri T. K. Shanmugam: 

8. Shri Gopinath. 

"9. Shri S. S. Vasan. 

10. Shri B. N. Reddi and 
11. Shri S. Venkateswaran, I.C.S. (Convenor). 


UTKAL NRUTYA SANGEETA NATYAKALA 
PARISHAD: 


On 16th March, 1954, the Government of Orissa 
(Department of Education) by a resolution established 
the Utkal Nrutya Sangeeta Natyakala Parishad 
(Utkal Academy of Dance, Drama and Music.) 


By a notification, dated 24th July, the Government 
‘constituted the General Council of the Parishad. 
The General Council will consist of the following 24 
members whose term of o-fice will be for 3 years. 


1. Shri S. Soren, Minister, Tribal and Rural 
Department. 
. Shri Hirendra Pratap Kumar Singh Deo. 
. Smt. Malati Chaudhuri. 
. Smt. Sitadevi Khadanga, Aska. 
. Shri B, N. Ray Chaudhury. 
. Shri Baishnab Charan Das. 
. Dr. Bibhutibhushan Tripathi. 
. Dr. Parsuram Misra, Vice-Chancellor. 
. Shri S$. C. Misra, Kalaparishad Baripada. 

10. Shri Mihir Kumar Panigrahi, Sanskrit Dra- 
matic Club, Balasore. 

11. Smt. Nisamani Devi, Utkal Sangeet Samaj, 
Cuttack. ; 

12. Dr. Sadasiva Misra, National Music Associa- 
tion, Cuttack. 

13. Dr. P. K. Parija, Kalavikash Kendra, Cuttack. 

14. Shri Narayan Prasad Sathia, Evening Club, 
Cuttack. © é 

15. Shri Umakant Misra, Orissa Sangeet Parishad, 
Puri. Bo F 

16. Shri Tarini Charan Patro, Gandhiji Sangeet 
Kalamandir, Boirani. : 

17. Shri Laxinarayan Bhanj Deo, Town Hall 
‘Managing Committee, Keonjhar. 

18. Shri Ras Behari. Misra, Hirakhand Music 
Association, Sambalpur. 

19. Shri Kali Charan Patnaik, Cuttack. 

20. Shri Singhari Shyam Sundar Kar, Puri. 

21. Shri Nimai Charan Harichandan, Cuttack. 


OPFntA UP wn 


22. Shri K. Adi Narayana, Cuttack. 

23. Shri Krishna Prasad Bose, Jajpur. _ 
24. Shri Bhubaneswar Misra, Cuttack. 
25. Shri Ketramohan Kar, Puri. 


-By another notification dated 16th August the « 


Government nominated Shri L. Panigrahi, C.ief Justice 
‘as working President and Shri Brajbandhu Misra and 


the Deputy Director of Public Instruction as Secretary 
and Treasurer respectively for 3 years. 


CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN KERALA 


Dance, drama and music in Kerala as in most 
countries had its origin mainly in religion. _Some 
folk dances have had their origin in tne tradition of 
warfare. Even when the origin of the dramatic art 
was in religion, there has been a process of progres- 
sive secularisation. . : 


The different branches of folk dance in Kerala 
are the Koothu, Kutiattam, .Patakam, Thullal, 
Velakali and Kathakali. . Some of these even today, 
remain confined within temple precincts. 


The theatrical art of Kerala reaches its perfection 
in Kathakali. The revival of this old and unique 
art, which is peculiar to this region, in a manner 
better suited to the modern world is engaging the: 
attention of the State. This is a highly specialised 
art which can be fully appreciated only by those who 


ara 


are familiar with themes and ideas-behind it and | 


have further been’ initiated into’ the language of 
signs and symbols, so characteristic oftthis art. 


Special institutions have been established in the 
State to teach the various forms of dance, and steps 
are-being taken to popularise them not only in the 
State but outside also. The institutions about which 


special mention has to be made are Kerala Kala | 


» Mandalam, Cheruthuruthy and the R. L. V.. Fine 


Arts. School at Trippunithura. There are ‘several 
dance training schools at Trivandrum, run by ex- 
ponents of the art.. The Kerala Kala Mandalam, 
working under the direction and supervision of 4 


Committee of ten members, gives training. in’ Vesha — 
(Costume) Music, Mela (Band) -and Chutti (make- | 
up) which are the necessary requisites for the perfor-” 
mance of the dances. The institution is open to all” 


castes and communities. Training in Mohini Attam 
is also imparted in schools. The R. L. V. Fine Arts 


School, Trippunithura is engaged in teaching classi- - 


cal and oriental dances, with special emphasis on - 


Kathakali. 
also taught. 


The different variety of folk dances are 


